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RURAL AND REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA - FAILURE OF STATE GOVERNMENT 
Motion 

Resumed from 19 October on the following motion moved by Hon Tom Stephens (Leader of the Opposition) - 

That this House - 

Condemns the State Government for its failure to safeguard and improve the interests of rural and 
regional Western Australia and its misplaced priorities. 

Calls on the Government to amend its policies and give priority to the delivery of core government 
services to all Western Australians, especially in the areas of health, education, community 
safety and public transport. 

HON MURRAY MONTGOMERY (South West) [3.03 pm]:  When we adjourned this debate last Thursday, 19 
October, I was speaking about the upgrading of airports.  I pointed out that the Albany airport had been 
ungraded, including the installation of navigational equipment and an extension of the runway to allow larger 
aircraft to take off and land.   

A ministerial inquiry into the aircraft usage across Western Australia has been conducted involving the 
examination of services provided to regional airports, including those in the goldfields and the north west.  Even 
though Albany and most other regional airports have been serviced by Jetstream aircraft operated by Skywest 
Airlines Pty Ltd, the threat was that other airlines or operators would enter the market and we would have piston-
engine aircraft servicing those areas.  The ministerial inquiry found that, if there were any competition in this 
market, those involved would have to use aircraft similar to those already operating.  A Jetstream is a turbo prop 
aircraft but it seats only about 18 passengers.  Since that time, the service has been upgraded and a Fokker 50 
aircraft is used.  This has provided additional seating to carry more passengers between the metropolitan and 
regional areas.  It was interesting that the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Tom Stephens interjected and asked me 
about air fares.   

I will place on the record that when Jetstream aircraft were being used, the airline had virtually one pricing 
structure.  On flights to Albany, and I presume to the other regional places the airline was servicing, only one air 
fare applied.  Now that particular airline has introduced a tiered pricing schedule.  The airline has announced that 
it will introduce a considerably cheaper one-way fare to Albany of less than $100 - I am sure that will apply also 
to other places - to attract people to that regional centre.  Although I am happy to see another airline service 
places that have only a single airline service, it must be competition that will give people access to additional and 
improved services.  That particular instance shows that the Government has given an absolute benefit to regional 
Western Australia. 

I now move from transport issues to agriculture, and specifically the Manjimup Horticultural Research Institute 
which was opened a few weeks ago by the Minister for Primary Industry.  It is interesting to note that the 
research being carried out will benefit not only the horticultural industries and the like in the area, but also the 
grains industry.  The research staff can grow crops to bulk up in the facility in Manjimup, with a view to those 
grains subsequently being grown in the agricultural regions.  Those sorts of activities are of great benefit to a 
place like Manjimup, which has some problems related to its timber industry.  Additional funding has been 
allocated to the area to make sure that some of the slack is taken up.  I admit that not all of it has been taken up, 
but the Government is attempting to ensure that other instrumentalities of government take up some of the slack.   

I also highlight the fact that the woodchip industry in both Bunbury and Albany is being encouraged to use 
plantation timber for woodchip for export overseas, which will obviate the need to use old-growth forest-type 
woodchip.  Millions of dollars will be spent to develop the Port of Albany, and a woodchip plant will be put on 
the Down Road site.  I understand from talking to the proponents that the first shipment of woodchip from that 
plant will go out in the third or last quarter of 2001.  That will create a number of jobs in that industry, and that 
will benefit not only the industry which is based in Albany and the Oji Paper Co Ltd group of companies, but 
also Marubeni Corporation, which is based in Bunbury and has set up plantations on the west coast.   

To show that there is diversity in the delivery of government services and not only in industry, the Government 
has also provided health facilities.  A hospice was set up in Albany as a legacy from Paul Terry, and his wife 
Joan made sure that it was up and running.  The Government has assisted in the re-siting of that hospice from the 
foreshore, where it had a beautiful outlook over the port area to the hospital complex in Spencer Park.  The 
Government has given the Albany hospice group about $160 000 to refurbish the hospice for those people of the 
great southern who require hospice facilities.   

Another area in which the Government has provided facilities is the new police station that is being built in 
Bunbury.  I am sure those police will appreciate the fact that the Government allocated money to build a station 
that will give them and the civilian staff a better facility in which to work.  It is an environment that those people 
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need to carry out a task for which they are often criticised by the community.  Those few comments demonstrate 
that my colleagues and I have been involved in a number of government initiatives that have created a number of 
jobs and successes in regional and rural Western Australia.  As far as I am concerned, this Government has given 
that direction to regional Western Australia.  The motion moved by the member can only be described as kite 
flying.  It deserves to be defeated. 

HON E.R.J. DERMER (North Metropolitan) [3.16 pm]:  I support the motion moved by the Leader of the 
Opposition.  I am concerned that the Government's priorities have, in many important fields, neglected people 
living in rural and regional Western Australia.  I find this remarkable in the light of the malapportionment in the 
State Parliament, which has a large rural representation.  Despite this weighted and inherently undemocratic 
representation, which delivers more rural members of Parliament than one would expect based on the population 
of the State, this inflated cohort of rural members has failed to deliver the services and resources needed by rural 
Western Australians.  There is a clear explanation for this.  In the past, that cohort of rural members has been 
overly represented by conservative members. 

Hon Simon O'Brien interjected. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  There are exceptions among the conservative members.  I will not name names but one 
or two among them are effective rural members.  I would recommend to them the model of my rural colleagues 
on the opposition benches - the extremely hardworking Hon Bob Thomas and Hon Kim Chance come to mind 
because I am looking at them.  A great deal can be achieved by hardworking members in any constituency. 

Hon Simon O'Brien:  This sound system is faulty - 

Hon Barry House:  They are the only two members you can get elected outside Perth. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER: It has been demonstrated that, with one or two exceptions, rural conservative members 
have failed to deliver to their constituencies.  The Government has a remarkable majority in the Legislative 
Assembly, albeit a temporary one, and in this Chamber the conservative members need only convince one other 
member that a proposition is reasonable to get it passed - a challenge which they frequently fail to meet.  Despite 
these numerical advantages, based, to a large part, on the malapportionment, government members have failed to 
deliver appropriate resources to their constituents in rural Western Australia.   

Hon Simon O'Brien:  You kick most of your rural members out of the party. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  In recent times I have enjoyed consulting and working with the fresh batch of Labor 
Party candidates who will contest rural seats in the next election.  

Hon Simon O'Brien:  Yes, and half of them live in the metropolitan area. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I am trying to listen. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  The conservative parties will have a serious surprise when they see these new people 
enter Parliament after the next election.  The fellow contesting the seat of Moore, Darren West, is a particularly 
strong, earnest, hardworking farmer who is applying himself to the welfare of his community in the way he feels 
is best, which is to get behind the potential Geoff Gallop Government, which will soon be installed.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Hear, hear! 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  These candidates are energetic.  They are constantly on the Opposition’s back to make 
sure that their issues are raised in Parliament and that pressure is applied to the failed Court Government for it to 
deliver resources to rural and regional Western Australia.  As candidates, they are infinitely more effective than 
most of the rural members on the government benches.  

One of the issues that has often been raised with me - and Darren West comes to mind as a candidate who is 
regularly discussing his concern for the schools in the seat of Moore - is the failure of the Government to deliver 
on its promise to provide appropriate communication services to schools in regional Western Australia. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  That is the case all over the regions - computer promises have not been delivered. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  Yes.  I mentioned the Moore schools but of course they are simply an example, as the 
Leader of the Opposition has pointed out.  He is obviously a very potent representative of his rural and regional 
constituency.  This is a common problem.  The example I referred to in the seat of Moore is but one of what is 
sadly all too common a problem throughout the State, particularly in the Mining and Pastoral Region, which is 
so ably represented by the Leader of the Opposition. 

It is interesting to reflect for a moment on the budget papers for this year.  Page 216 of the 2000-01 Budget 
Statements contains a list of the major achievements for the financial year 2000-01.  If they were major 
achievements for the period ending 30 June, they should be something that the Government could take pride in.  
That would be the case if we could put any reliability on the Budget Statements presented by the Court 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 8 November 2000] 

 p2576b-2583a 
Hon Murray Montgomery; Hon Ed Dermer; President; Hon Barry House 

 [3] 

Government.  All too often the Government lists as major achievements things which it vaguely aspires to.  The 
trouble, of course, is that vague aspirations do not deliver the goods to rural and regional people.  Vague 
aspirations of the Court Government often do not translate into real service and real improvement for the people 
who live in those constituencies. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Will the Opposition maintain the road funding? 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  Transport is a very interesting area. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Just answer the question. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order! 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  I will get to that shortly.  I am concerned that when we invest in roads in rural or 
metropolitan areas, particularly in rural areas, people should be able to afford the petrol to drive their cars. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Answer the question! 

Hon Tom Stephens interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  One at a time. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  I think order is a good idea, Mr President.  The Minister for Transport has trouble 
waiting his turn to speak in this debate.  I am more than happy to address the issues that he has raised and I will 
get to them shortly.  I would rather that he did not interrupt me.  I can understand why the minister wants to 
interrupt me.  The point I will make about providing communication services to rural and regional schools is 
very important.  If I were a minister in the Court Government, I would do everything I could to interrupt and 
avoid that point being put on the public record. 

As I was saying, the Budget Statements listed as a major achievement for 1999-2000 the equipping of more than 
90 locations in Western Australia with satellite high-speed data terminals under the statewide 
telecommunications enhancement program.  This program was listed to expend $10m over the 1998-99 and 
1999-2000 financial years to enhance communication services in non-metropolitan communities.  One of the 
guiding principles behind the program was to present to communications carriers that government agencies are 
functioning in non-metropolitan communities.  The Western Australian Government is a consumer of 
telecommunication services of great magnitude.  As such, the requirements for agency functions in non-
metropolitan communities would provide a customer base, which could be leveraged to encourage 
communication carriers to extend services to those communities.  In principle that was probably a sound 
strategy. 

One need only consider the importance of schools, as functions of the Education Department in towns 
throughout the State, and the vital communications needs of the schools to enable the children who attend them 
to receive the education they require for productive futures.  Various Health Department and Police Service 
operations also have communication needs.  The idea behind the statewide telecommunications enhancement 
program, otherwise known as STEP, is to use the demand of government agencies to encourage communication 
carriers to extend their networks to improve communication services to the State’s smaller and more remote 
towns.  The program was for two years at a cost of $10m.  The budget statements for 1999-2000 stated that 
satellite high-speed data terminal equipment would be supplied to more than 90 locations throughout Western 
Australia under STEP.   

I raised the matter during the estimates hearings in June this year and it became apparent that the 90 locations 
related to police functions.  I was concerned about how effectively STEP would extend high bandwidth 
communications services to schools.  All students in schools throughout Western Australia should acquire 
information technology skills.  They should all be able to use computers in classrooms.  The computers should 
be able to receive data services at a reasonable speed otherwise they will not be used effectively in a teaching 
environment.  If communication services to a town or school are of insufficient bandwidth to allow data to be 
exchanged at a reasonable speed, the educational opportunities to students in regional schools will be impeded.  
It is a bad thing.  It cannot be addressed at the Government's leisure some time over the next decade:  I believe 
that is the time frame of the Court Government.  The issue needs to be addressed immediately because the 
students are growing up quickly and they are moving towards graduation.  If there is no improvement in the 
quality of their education as soon as possible, they will miss out and they will face a much tougher, uphill battle 
to recover lost ground in the area of information technology.  Every year that passes by, another cohort of 
students graduates and other cohorts of students advance through the education system.  Every year that is lost is 
of great importance to the students involved. 

I am pleased to support the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition, specifically where it refers to 
education.  In part, the motion states - 
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Calls on the Government to amend its policies and give priority to the delivery of core government 
services to all West Australians, especially in the areas of health, education, community safety and 
public transport. 

I am concerned about the Government’s tardiness in the delivery of tele-health.  It is a topic that relates to my 
shadow portfolio.  It is a matter that is raised frequently with the hard-working, representative candidates of the 
Labor Party in rural seats, many of whom will be members of Parliament after the next election.  It is an 
important issue and if I had time I would move another motion to specifically address it.  My intention this 
afternoon is to concentrate on the equally important issue of providing communication services to allow 
information technology education in non-metropolitan schools to be as effective as possible and the neglect of 
the Court Government in not accelerating the provision of quality communication services to schools.  The 
neglect prevents urgently needed information technology education from being delivered as it should be.  When 
the Gallop Government takes office next year, the new candidates representing the rural constituencies as able 
members of Parliament will be on our backs to ensure that the resources are delivered and that the education 
services in non-metropolitan schools are delivered in a timely fashion. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  The school at Wyndham has tried to obtain appropriate levels of communication support for 
its computers.  It has been left struggling to obtain support for the small number of computers it has.  No support 
service is available for the school to maintain its computers.  

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  It is a very serious concern, in terms of the communications services provided to schools 
and the Government’s failure to provide the appropriate technical support for the information technology 
infrastructure.  The system is working well in many schools that have the good fortune to have a teacher with 
competence in the use of computers and in providing the necessary technical support.  Such teachers make a 
commitment of their expertise, which they bring to their profession as a result of their personal interest, and of 
their time, for which they are not paid by the Education Department.  In those schools with the good fortune to 
have such staff members, the information technology infrastructure receives the technical support which the 
Leader of the Opposition said is needed in the Wyndham school.  This situation has no reference to the 
allocation of resources and planning by the Minister for Education, who has been derelict in his duty to see that 
support services have been provided in all schools.  The students at Wyndham, from what the Leader of the 
Opposition has said, are clearly missing out.  

I will now return to the issue of providing high-speed data terminals in non-metropolitan schools in Western 
Australia.  The whole thrust of investment in this project over two years was to ensure that communication 
services went to the agency outlets - and schools are obviously agency outlets for the Education Department - in 
regional, rural and remote towns, to ensure that those government agencies had appropriate levels of 
communication services.  This program was promised for two financial years.  The money was committed and 
spent, but the services have not been delivered.  The 90 services referred to as achievements in the budget papers 
were for police stations, which is good to see, but this does not overcome the fact that these facilities have not 
been delivered for other essential services, including education.  The Government has demonstrated its priorities 
through its failure to commit the resources to ensure that appropriate communication resources are delivered to 
allow for urgently required information technology education in non-metropolitan schools.  

Hon Barry House:  Hon Ed Dermer has a short memory.  When the coalition Government came to power in 
1993, there were schools and police stations that did not even have facsimile machines.  

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  Hon Barry House knows from experience that I have a memory like an elephant.  I am 
referring to promises made by the Court Government, and its failure to deliver on those promises.  It is of no 
assistance to either my constituents or those of Hon Barry House for us to indulge in historical exercises.  In 
September this year I asked the Minister for Education how many Education Department schools in non-
metropolitan Western Australia are equipped with high-speed data terminals.  I was told that four non-
metropolitan schools are equipped with satellite high-speed data terminals on a trial basis, and in addition a 
number of non-metropolitan schools are already using terrestrial high-speed data communication services.  I am 
very pleased for the four schools concerned.  I hope that teachers in those schools have received the appropriate 
in-service training, and that among the staff of each of those four schools is a kind, generous, capable staff 
member who is providing the technical support for their computers that the Minister for Education has failed to 
provide.  I am sure the students in those four schools are very fortunate to receive the information technology 
education that all students in Western Australia so urgently need.  The parliamentary secretary probably does a 
reasonable job endeavouring to represent the Minister for Education in this Chamber.  However, my heart goes 
out to Hon Barry House for having to represent in this House a fellow such as the Minister for Education; it is an 
unfortunate start to a frontbench career to be linked to a fellow of the nature of the member for Cottesloe.  

Hon Kim Chance:  The next Leader of the Opposition? 
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Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  If the member for Cottesloe is chosen by the Liberal Party as the next Leader of the 
Opposition then the future Gallop Government will be in administration for decades into the future.  That will be 
a good thing for the State.  It will be interesting to see the irony of history unfold.  The member for Cottesloe 
could deliver a great service to the people of Western Australia.  If he becomes the leader of the Liberal Party, 
the Gallop Government will be a long and effective Government that will ensure for many years the prosperity 
of Western Australia.  In that ironic way, the member for Cottesloe serving as Leader of the Opposition for the 
Liberal Party in Western Australia will do Western Australia a great service in ensuring a lengthy Gallop 
Government.  

Hon Tom Stephens:  Do you think the member for Cottesloe will make a good leader of the Liberal Party? 

Hon Barry House:  We have lots of good leaders, whereas you have a dearth.  

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  Before we go into the Byzantine bowels of the people's autonomous collective of the 
Liberal Party to see what sort of leader they might throw up, I ask members to allow me to continue discussing 
the matter of providing high-speed data terminals for non-metropolitan schools.  I asked the parliamentary 
secretary to table a list of the schools.  His answer was that the Nannup District High School, the Eastern 
Goldfields Senior High School, the Dowerin District High School and the Dardanup Primary School were 
trialling the statewide telecommunications enhancement program.  I hope those four schools have the good 
fortune to have a generous person give his own time to provide technical backup and an excellent information 
technology program.  My concern is for the remainder of non-metropolitan schools.   

I further asked how many of the schools had been equipped under STEP and whether the parliamentary secretary 
would table a list of the schools equipped under STEP.  I wanted to draw a distinction between those schools that 
received the appropriate communication services through STEP and those schools that may have received the 
appropriate communication services other than through STEP.  The parliamentary secretary's answer was “All of 
the above, as well as those already using terrestrial high-speed equipment.”  

My concern is for all Western Australians.  From my most recent check of the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission enrolment figures, I have more than 368 000 electors in my constituency of the North Metropolitan 
Region.  However, there is not a child in this State about whom I am not concerned, and I am very concerned 
that children's education priorities continue to be neglected by the Court Government.  This is particularly true of 
students in rural and regional Western Australia.  I understand from talking to colleagues like Hon Kim Chance, 
and my occasional joy in visiting a regional or rural centre, that children who grow up in that part of the world 
have many advantages.  I am determined that they will also have the advantage of appropriate IT education, and 
that important aspect of their future is not neglected.  It is clear from the misplaced sense of priorities 
demonstrated by the Court Government, the subject of the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition, that 
the way for the people of Western Australia to achieve that appropriate application of resources is to clean out 
the bloated ranks of rural conservative representatives, and replace them with excellent hardworking Labor 
candidates as members of Parliament and correspondingly ensure the long service of the Gallop Labor 
Government in Western Australia.  I have asked a number of questions of the Minister for Education, almost 
with frustration.  If I were a man of a different character I would be frustrated by the obfuscation and often 
blatant refusal by him to answer questions. 

Hon Simon O'Brien:  You were the only one who didn’t understand the answer you were given. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  My memory is that of an elephant and my understanding is much clearer than Hon 
Simon O'Brien’s will ever be.  He sits there distorting and twisting words and compounding his own 
misunderstanding.  When challenged in black and white, never has any member on the government benches been 
able to successfully refute any of the points that I have made; that continues to be the case today. 

Hon Simon O'Brien interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Simon O'Brien will have an opportunity to speak in due course, if he so desires.  
Hon Ed Dermer should address his comments to me. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  Occasionally members on the government benches delude themselves when they believe 
that the carefully researched propositions I put forward are imprecise.  If they were to examine the printed words 
of what has been said they would see that the delusion that Hon Simon O'Brien and others hold is based clearly 
and unequivocally on their own misunderstanding and incapacity to comprehend the printed English word. 

My question to the Minister for Education via his representative in this Chamber was - 

When does the Minister for Education anticipate that all Education Department of Western Australia 
schools will be equipped with high-speed data terminals? 
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Of course I was not asking for a precise date; I know better than to ask for that from the Minister for Education.  
Clearly, I was asking for the best estimate of the date on which the minister anticipated that would occur.  The 
answer I received was typical of the Minister for Education.  It was typically inadequate as he typically failed to 
understand the very clear question and, therefore, presented a flawed answer based on a deliberate failure to 
understand a clear question.  The minister’s answer, via the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Education, reads - 

The Education Department is presently undertaking a procurement program for high-speed data 
communication services to all metropolitan and non-metropolitan schools. 

I was pleased to hear that.  The answer continues - 

It is anticipated that deployment of these services will commence in the first quarter of 2001.  Whether 
they will be satellite high-speed data terminals or an alternative high-speed carrier technology will be 
determined through a formal market quotation process under the relevant whole-of-government 
contracts, including the STEP contract, which offers both satellite and terrestrial high-speed data 
services in non-metropolitan areas. 

That is an interesting tactic used by the Minister for Education.  He provided a long answer with a lot of semi-
interesting information that I could have acquired elsewhere, rather than take up the time of the Parliament.  
However, the minister’s answer to the key part of my question - that is, when the last school will receive the 
appropriate communication services - was to tell me when the program would commence.  Clearly, the Minister 
for Education has evaded the basic point.  He is not prepared to give even the vaguest of estimates of when the 
program will deliver the required communications to all schools in Western Australia. 

As I said before, my concern is that students in all schools receive the information technology education that is 
essential to their services.  In this case the Minister for Education, by laying on that degree of detail, has 
endeavoured to cover up the failings of the Court Government to apply appropriate resources to ensure the 
necessary services are provided to children in regional and rural Western Australia.  He avoided answering the 
question about when the anticipated program will be completed - that is, when the last non-metropolitan school 
will receive the service - by telling us when it will commence.  It is a significant point.  The way in which the 
Minister for Education dealt with the question was petty.  However, it is a worthwhile example for the Chamber 
to consider because it illustrates that the Court Government is unwilling not only to make appropriate priority 
decisions to ensure that essential services are delivered to the children of Western Australia in the way a more 
responsible Government would make those decisions, but also to give straight answers to questions and to own 
up to its failings.   

Fortunately, the people of Western Australia demonstrably see right through the obfuscation, the indecision, the 
misapplication of resources and the confused sense of priorities of the Court Government.  I am confident the 
truth of my words will be borne out by the results at the next state election.   

I made a passing reference to the Government’s failure to deliver the great potential of telehealth services in a 
timely fashion.  That was criticised last year in a report of an Assembly standing committee, which interestingly 
had a government majority.  It found that the Government had failed to progress the electronic delivery of health 
services through Western Australia at that time.   

It is interesting to look at the work of the Select Committee on Petroleum Products Pricing in Western Australia, 
which was established by the other place, and to examine its report.  I mentioned earlier that in my judgment a 
small number of conservative rural members in this Parliament are worth their salt and do some real work.  The 
contributions of not only the Government members but also the opposition members and the Independent 
member for Pilbara, who was the deputy chairman of the committee, were very effective.  Unlike the Court 
Cabinet, that committee understood its responsibilities.  It got down to the job.  It thoroughly investigated the 
complex process behind determining the price paid for petrol at the pump in Western Australia.  Its work was 
thorough.  It ensured that its consultations were wide.  It did not accept the view of any one party involved in 
petrol processing; it was comprehensive in gathering its evidence and testing the propositions of one party 
against those of another.  In that way, its work was very thorough and comprehensive.  That gave me confidence 
in the recommendations that arose from the work of the committee.   

The issue of petroleum pricing is more acute for rural and regional Western Australians than it is for those in the 
metropolitan area.  From talking to my constituents, I know that it is a big issue in the metropolitan area as well.  
My constituents are crying out against the burden of excessive petrol pricing on them and their families.  They 
understand the contribution made to petrol pricing by the Court Government as well as the Howard Government.  
They understand that they are hurting and that the excessive prices cannot be blamed on overseas oil markets 
entirely.  They know that part of the hurt they are suffering is derived directly from the Howard Government and 
another part is derived directly from the Court Government with its levy on petrol prices.  My metropolitan 
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constituents are hurting enough.  When I speak to my Labor colleagues who represent country areas, I get an 
even clearer understanding of how much more those petrol prices are a burden on families living beyond the 
metropolitan area.  After measuring the concern of metropolitan constituents suffering under high petrol prices 
and appreciating how much more severe that burden would be on families in non-metropolitan areas, my heart 
goes out to those people.  The pathetic performance of the Premier of this State in pretending to raise the issue in 
Canberra when we all knew that John Howard would not cooperate was a superficial exercise in the extreme.  
The people of Western Australia will see right through that, and the strength and validity of my argument will 
again be demonstrated by the returns at the ballot box when the Premier is game enough to take this State to an 
election. 

I am running out of time.  I would like to have had more time to delve in more detail into the issue of petrol 
pricing.  I would like to delve into many issues in more detail.  However, I appreciate the effect of the standing 
orders and that my time is limited.  Petrol pricing is an area of great substance and detail.  Therefore, rather than 
start to venture into it, at this stage I will move an amendment to the motion moved by Hon Tom Stephens. 

Amendment to Motion 
Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  I move -  

After paragraph (1), to insert a new paragraph as follows -  

(2) Condemns the State Government for its failure to safeguard the interests of all 
Western Australians, most especially regional Western Australians, by its failure to 
endorse and implement the findings of the report of the Select Committee on 
Petroleum Products Pricing in Western Australia. 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.52 pm]:  Mr President - 

Hon Tom Stephens:  In seconding the motion -  

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I am not seconding the motion. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  You should. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I am certainly not seconding the amendment or the motion.  I am opposing the motion, 
and I will speak - 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I am trying to listen to Hon Barry House, who is now speaking to the amendment.  
However, he has not spoken to the motion, so he is entitled to speak to both the motion and the amendment. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I will make a few wide-ranging remarks on the whole motion, not specifically that last 
bit of verbiage we heard about fuel prices.  However, it would be interesting -  

Hon Norman Moore interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Would the Leader of the House let Hon Barry House get on with his speech. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  From a rural perspective, I make an observation about the Labor Party’s comment.  It is 
interesting that three of its rural members who were elected at the last election have either seen fit to leave the 
Labor Party or have been kicked out.   

Hon Kim Chance:  The Liberal Party can hardly complain about that.  What about Churchlands and South Perth? 

Hon Ken Travers:  Noel Crichton-Browne. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Mrs Woollard of Liberals for Forests. 

Hon Greg Smith interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  I do not know whether Hon Greg Smith can hear me in his seat, but I have 
called for order, and I have indicated that Hon Barry House has the floor.  I will hear him in silence for the next 
six or seven minutes. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Thank you, Mr President.  Further to that, and before I get on to some constructive 
remarks, it would be interesting to do an analysis before the election, which we will, of the rural Labor 
candidates for the next election.  The one whom I have mentioned before in this place and of whom I am very 
well aware is the Labor candidate for the South West Region.  She is a City of Bayswater councillor.  She lives 
in the city and has never been near the south west.  I understand there are a couple of other examples of - 

Hon Greg Smith:  The candidate for Ningaloo is interesting too. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes, and there is a candidate for Moore who -  
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Hon Kim Chance:  The candidate for Ningaloo lives in Carnarvon.  

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I will make a few comments about the motion. 

Hon Greg Smith interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Greg Smith obviously cannot hear me.  However, he will be able to hear me 
when I ask him to leave the Chamber. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  In the five minutes left to me today, I will refer to the second part of the motion, which 
refers to core government services.  Tomorrow I will make some positive comments about the outstanding job 
the Government is doing in rural and remote Western Australia.  When a similar motion was before the House 
earlier this year, I spoke about how the south west region has been well catered for in the core government 
responsibility areas of health, education, law and order, tourism, arts, conservation, regional development, 
agriculture, service provision of power and water and so on.   

Today, I refer to transport in the south west, particularly the drive to the city.  When I was elected to this place 
13 years ago, my trip from home to Perth consisted of a slow drive through Busselton onto a dangerous stretch of 
road through the Ludlow tuart forest, which has claimed many lives over the years.  I then went through Capel 
over a narrow bridge that could not accommodate more than one truck, before following a narrow, winding road 
through Stratham and Gelorup into Bunbury.  After Bunbury, it was a slow, convoluted trip along the estuary 
through Australind and along Old Coast Road to Mandurah.  Old Coast Road was narrow, dangerous and poorly 
maintained and was carrying increasing volumes of traffic.  I followed a single-lane road through Mandurah, 
Golden Bay, Singleton, Rockingham and into Kwinana.  Once in the city, I followed Ennis Avenue and 
Patterson Roads to reach Stock Road, before finally turning onto Canning or Leach Highways or, as it crept 
south, the Kwinana Freeway.  I then drove over the Narrows Bridge to arrive at Parliament House.  The Labor 
Party was in government during my first five and a half years in this place.  During that time, the only change to 
that route was the construction of the Australind bypass, which comprised just a single lane for the first few 
years.  One stretch of road was done very well during the Labor Party’s reign, for which I give it full marks; that 
is, the creation of a dual-lane road south from Bunbury to Capel.  The extreme narrowness of the Capel bridge 
was alleviated by cantilevering a pedestrian footway off the bridge, which provided an extra one or two metres.  
That might not sound much, but it was an important development at the time, especially as motorists often met 
trucks on the bridge.  The construction of a dual-lane road south to Capel was done well.  Most of the work on 
the Ludlow bypass was done during the Labor Party’s term, but it was opened during the coalition’s term.  The 
Labor Party also began improvements to the Kwinana Freeway to extend it to Forrest Road.  It is interesting to 
note that those extensions must now be redone to accommodate the southern rail line.  The freeway was built too 
narrow. 

In the seven and a half years of the coalition Government, the Busselton bypass has been almost completed, and 
will be open before Christmas.  Dual lanes have been constructed on the Australind bypass and four new bridges 
have also been constructed in that time.  About five sections of dual lanes have been constructed along the coast 
road during the term of the coalition government, the last of which is about to open near Lake Clifton.  Work has 
started on the Dawesville deviation.  Dual lanes now go through Mandurah over a four-lane bridge and the 
Dawesville Cut through to the other side.  Plans for the Peel deviation are progressing.  Alternatives in public 
transport now exist, including the committed railway to Mandurah.  By Easter next year, freeway extensions will 
go beyond Thomas Road to Safety Bay Road to provide seamless traffic through to Mandurah.  The new 
Narrows Bridge will open for extra lanes of traffic at about the same time next year and motorists can then get 
onto the Graham Farmer Freeway.  That provides members with a comparison between the amount of work done 
on the route I have taken to work during seven years of a coalition Government and five and a half years of a 
Labor Government.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


